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Syllabus Rationale

This syllabus provides a solid foundation of musical education for any
ukulele student and is designed to be accessible across different teaching
and playing approaches. It is acknowledged that some ukulele players
focus on the ukulele wholly in terms of its role as a chordal/rhythm
playing instrument, while other ukulele players prefer to also explore the
melody playing potential of the instrument. Consequently, the syllabus
structure has been designed so that it can be utilised with equal success
by candidates who are developing both melody and rhythm playing
skills, as well as by those candidates who are focusing solely on chordal/
rhythm playing techniques.

This syllabus caters for Soprano (a.k.a ‘standard’), Concert and Tenor
ukulele players that use standard G C E A tuning.
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Range of exams

Exams are offered for Grade Exams and Performance Awards at the following levels:

Grades Performance Awards
Initial Stage Initial Level
Preliminary Grade Preliminary Level
Grade 1 Level 1

Grade 2 Level 2

Grade 3 Level 3

Grade 4 Level 4

In addition, a Level 5 Performance Award is also available. The format and content of this
differs from the previous Performance Award levels. Further details on this can be found later
in this booklet.

Unless otherwise stated, throughout this booklet, all references to the term ‘Grade’
also apply to the term ‘Level’ for Performance Awards up to and including Level 4.

Exam handbooks

inary Grade_ Grade 1 Grade 2

e\elelelele
g\ng '“9 '”9 mg

% Jemo@ I

An exam handbook is published by RGT for each exam Grade up to Grade 4.
Each handbook includes a CD containing audio demonstrations.

It is stressed that the information in this small booklet is only intended to
provide an outline guide to the contents of the exams, therefore it is essential
that candidates study the RGT grade handbooks in order to become aware
of all the exam requirements and content prior to entering either the Grade
Exams or Performance Awards.

The grade handbooks can be obtained from music/book stores or online from
www.BooksForGuitar.com




Exam components

Component 1: Rhythm Study

The exam handbook for each grade provides a choice of four chord charts with a
one-bar notated rhythm pattern. Candidates should choose and play ONE of these
charts using the notated rhythm pattern provided. The chord chart should be played
through twice without stopping. From Grade One onwards, some rhythmic variation
of the notated rhythm pattern of the candidate’s own choosing is expected during
the second play through.

Each exam handbook contains fretboxes showing the suggested fingering for all
the required chords for the grade. The range of chords and time signatures that will
occur at each grade is listed below.

Initial Stage
+ C,F,G,Am
« Zonly

Preliminary Grade
» As previous grade plus Dm, C7, G7
. 3andi

Grade 1
* As previous grades plus A, D, Gm, A7, E7
3 4
e 2 and i

Grade 2
» As previous grades plus Bb, Em, F#m, D7, Cmaj7, Gm7
3 4
e zandi

Grade 3
» As previous grades plus Bm, Fm, Dmaj7, Gmaj7, B7, Em7, Edim7

e 3, %4and §

Grade 4

* At this level full/partial barre chords, higher position chords, chords in a range of
voicings and a variety of other chord types are included. Please refer to the Grade 4
handbook for full details and fretboxes.

« %, 4and §



Component 2: Performance

Candidates should select either Option 1 or Option 2:

OPTION 1: The exam handbook for each grade provides four melodies presented
in both standard notation and ukulele tablature. Candidates should select ONE
of these melodies to perform during the exam. Up to and including Grade 2, the
melodies are all single-line melodies; at Grade 3, as well as single-line melodies,
some harmonised melodies are also included; at Grade 4 the melodies are all
harmonised melodies. The melodies included in each grade handbook are listed
below.

Initial Stage

When The Saints Go Marching In — C major On Top Of Old Smokey — C major

Michael Row The Boat Ashore — C major

Preliminary Grade
This Old Man — C major
Worried Man Blues — F major

Grade 1
The Bear Dance — D minor
Daisy Bell — G major

Grade 2
Autumn Lament — A minor
Drunken Sailor — E minor (Dorian)

Grade 3
Lovely As Moonlight — C major
A Whale Of A Time — A major

Grade 4
Auld Lang Syne — F major
Walking In The Sun — G major

Kumbaya — C major

For He's A Jolly Good Fellow — C major
Aura Lea — F major

The Warriors Return — D minor
Oh, Susanna — D major

Home On The Range — F major
Galway Gallop — G major

Waltzing Matilda — F major
Atholl Highlanders — D major

Troubadour — G minor
Greensleeves — G minor

OPTION 2: Candidates who prefer to focus on rhythm playing rather than melody
playing, can select another Rhythm Study from Component 1. This chord chart
should then be performed either using the notated rhythm pattern or, if preferred,
using musically appropriate rhythms of the candidate’s own choosing that are of at
least a similar technical standard to the notated rhythms. If selecting this option, the
chord chart that is performed must be different from that played in Component 1.



Component 3: Free Choice Specialism

For Grade Exams only: Candidates should select and perform ONE piece from
any of the options listed below.

For Performance Awards only: Candidates should select and perform TWO
pieces chosen from any mix of the options listed below, including choosing both
pieces from the same option if preferred.

OPTION 1 - Free Choice Piece: Candidates can select a piece of their own choice
to perform. The piece can be either in the format of a melody, or a solo piece, or
a strummed or fingerstyle accompaniment to a song (backing tracks cannot be
used). If candidates wish to sing whilst playing that is perfectly acceptable, but
only the ukulele playing (not the singing) will be assessed. When selecting a free
choice piece, candidates should ensure that the chosen piece is of at least a similar
technical standard and duration to the melodies or rhythm studies in the exam
handbook. RGT will not advise on the suitability of free choice pieces as part of
the assessment process here includes candidates’ ability to research and select an
appropriate piece to perform.

OPTION 2 — Another Handbook Melody: Candidates can select and perform
another melody from those provided in the Performance chapter of the exam
handbook. If choosing this option, the melody that is performed must be different
from that played in the Performance section of the exam.

OPTION 3 — Another Rhythm Study: Candidates can select and perform another
Rhythm Study from the Rhythm Study chapter of the exam handbook. This chord
chart should then be performed either using the notated strum pattern provided
with it during the first verse or, if preferred, using a musically appropriate rhythm
of the candidate’s own choosing, providing that it is of at least a similar technical
standard to the notated rhythms. In either case, from Grade One onwards, some
rhythmic variation should be used during the repeat section. If selecting this option,
the chord chart that is performed must be different from that played in the Rhythm
Study and the Performance sections of the exam.

OPTION 4 - Fingerstyle Study (For Grades One, Two and Three only): Candidates
can perform the Fingerstyle Study notated in the appropriate grade handbook.



Component 4: Prepared Accompaniment

Each exam handbook contains three tunes with chord charts. The candidate should
select ONE of these tunes. The examiner will play this selected tune (live or via
recording) and the candidate should play a suitable chordal accompaniment. The
style of accompaniment is left to the candidate’s discretion.

Up to Grade 3 each tune is 8 bars long, at Grade 4 the tunes are either 8 bars or 12
bars long. The tune will be played three times although only the candidate’s last two
playings of the chord chart will be assessed. The range of chords matches those in
Component 1 (i.e. the Rhythm Studies) up to Grade 3. At Grade 4 some different
chords and chord voicings are introduced, fretboxes for all of these are given in the
handbook. The number of chords that appear, and the rhythmic complexity of the
tunes, increases as the grades progress. The time signatures for each grade are
listed below.

Initial Stage and Preliminary Grade: 7 only.
Grade 1and 2: 3 and 4.

Grade 3 and 4: 3, 4 and §.

Component 5: Musicianship

This component is for Grade exams only (i.e. this component is NOT
included in Performance Awards).

Candidates will be given a range of tests covering aural awareness, musical
knowledge and knowledge of the instrument. For the Initial Stage and Preliminary
Grade the tests focus on aural awareness only. The range and difficulty of the tests
will increase as the grades progress. Each exam handbook includes example tests
to indicate the range of topics that may occur and the style and format of the tests.

Initial Stage

Pitch Tests: Candidates will be given four tests that involve identifying whether the
second of two notes was higher or lower in pitch than the first note.

Preliminary Grade

Pitch Tests: Candidates should identify which of two notes was higher or lower in
pitch.

Rhythm & Chord Tests: Candidates should clap-back a one-bar rhythm pattern
and identify chord types as either all major or all minor.
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