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Syllabus Rationale

This syllabus provides a solid foundation of musical education for any 
ukulele student and is designed to be accessible across different teaching 
and playing approaches. It is acknowledged that some ukulele players 
focus on the ukulele wholly in terms of its role as a chordal/rhythm 
playing instrument, while other ukulele players prefer to also explore the 
melody playing potential of the instrument. Consequently, the syllabus 
structure has been designed so that it can be utilised with equal success 
by candidates who are developing both melody and rhythm playing 
skills, as well as by those candidates who are focusing solely on chordal/
rhythm playing techniques. 

This syllabus caters for Soprano (a.k.a ‘standard’), Concert and Tenor 
ukulele players that use standard G C E A tuning.





Exam handbooks

An exam handbook is published by RGT for each exam Grade up to Grade 4. 
Each handbook includes a CD containing audio demonstrations. 

It is stressed that the information in this small booklet is only intended to 
provide an outline guide to the contents of the exams, therefore it is essential 
that candidates study the RGT grade handbooks in order to become aware 
of all the exam requirements and content prior to entering either the Grade 
Exams or Performance Awards.

The grade handbooks can be obtained from music/book stores or online from 
www.BooksForGuitar.com

Range of exams
Exams are offered for Grade Exams and Performance Awards at the following levels:

 Grades    Performance Awards  
 Initial Stage   Initial Level    
 Preliminary Grade  Preliminary Level   
 Grade 1   Level 1    
 Grade 2   Level 2    
 Grade 3   Level 3
 Grade 4   Level 4
In addition, a Level 5 Performance Award is also available. The format and content of this 
differs from the previous Performance Award levels. Further details on this can be found later 
in this booklet.

Unless otherwise stated, throughout this booklet, all references to the term ‘Grade’ 
also apply to the term ‘Level’ for Performance Awards up to and including Level 4.



Exam components 
Component  1: Rhythm Study

The exam handbook for each grade provides a choice of four chord charts with a 
one-bar notated rhythm pattern. Candidates should choose and play ONE of these 
charts using the notated rhythm pattern provided. The chord chart should be played 
through twice without stopping. From Grade One onwards, some rhythmic variation 
of the notated rhythm pattern of the candidate’s own choosing is expected during 
the second play through.

Each exam handbook contains fretboxes showing the suggested fi ngering for all 
the required chords for the grade. The range of chords and time signatures that will 
occur at each grade is listed below.

Initial Stage
• C, F, G, Am 
•     only

Preliminary Grade
• As previous grade plus Dm, C7, G7
•    and

Grade 1
• As previous grades plus A, D, Gm, A7, E7
•    and

Grade 2
• As previous grades plus Bb, Em, F#m, D7, Cmaj7, Gm7
•    and

Grade 3
• As previous grades plus Bm, Fm, Dmaj7, Gmaj7, B7, Em7, Edim7
•   ,    and

Grade 4
• At this level full/partial barre chords, higher position chords, chords in a range of 

voicings and a variety of other chord types are included. Please refer to the Grade 4 
handbook for full details and fretboxes.
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Component  2: Performance                                                                                              

Candidates should select either Option 1 or Option 2:

OPTION 1: The exam handbook for each grade provides four melodies presented 
in both standard notation and ukulele tablature. Candidates should select ONE 
of these melodies to perform during the exam.  Up to and including Grade 2, the 
melodies are all single-line melodies; at Grade 3, as well as single-line melodies, 
some harmonised melodies are also included; at Grade 4 the melodies are all 
harmonised melodies.  The melodies included in each grade handbook are listed 
below.  

Initial Stage
When The Saints Go Marching In – C major On Top Of Old Smokey – C major
Michael Row The Boat Ashore – C major Kumbaya – C major

Preliminary Grade
This Old Man – C major For He’s A Jolly Good Fellow – C major
Worried Man Blues – F major Aura Lea – F major

Grade 1
The Bear Dance – D minor The Warriors Return – D minor
Daisy Bell – G major Oh, Susanna – D major

Grade 2
Autumn Lament – A minor Home On The Range – F major
Drunken Sailor – E minor (Dorian) Galway Gallop – G major

Grade 3
Lovely As Moonlight – C major Waltzing Matilda – F major
A Whale Of A Time – A major Atholl Highlanders – D major

Grade 4
Auld Lang Syne – F major Troubadour – G minor
Walking In The Sun – G major Greensleeves – G minor

OPTION 2: Candidates who prefer to focus on rhythm playing rather than melody 
playing, can select another Rhythm Study from Component 1. This chord chart 
should then be performed either using the notated rhythm pattern or, if preferred,  
using musically appropriate rhythms of the candidate’s own choosing that are of at 
least a similar technical standard to the notated rhythms. If selecting this option, the 
chord chart that is performed must be different from that played in Component 1.



 Component  3: Free Choice Specialism

For Grade Exams only: Candidates should select and perform ONE piece from 
any of the options listed below.

For Performance Awards only: Candidates should select and perform TWO 
pieces chosen from any mix of the options listed below, including choosing both 
pieces from the same option if preferred.

OPTION 1 – Free Choice Piece:  Candidates can select a piece of their own choice 
to perform.  The piece can be either in the format of a melody, or a solo piece, or 
a strummed or fi ngerstyle accompaniment to a song (backing tracks cannot be 
used).  If candidates wish to sing whilst playing that is perfectly acceptable, but 
only the ukulele playing (not the singing) will be assessed. When selecting a free 
choice piece, candidates should ensure that the chosen piece is of at least a similar 
technical standard and duration to the melodies or rhythm studies in the exam 
handbook.  RGT will not advise on the suitability of free choice pieces as part of 
the assessment process here includes candidates’ ability to research and select an 
appropriate piece to perform.

OPTION 2 – Another Handbook Melody:  Candidates can select and perform 
another melody from those provided in the Performance chapter of the exam 
handbook.  If choosing this option, the melody that is performed must be different 
from that played in the Performance section of the exam. 

OPTION 3 – Another Rhythm Study:  Candidates can select and perform another 
Rhythm Study from the Rhythm Study chapter of the exam handbook. This chord 
chart should then be performed either using the notated strum pattern provided 
with it during the fi rst verse or, if preferred, using a musically appropriate rhythm 
of the candidate’s own choosing, providing that it is of at least a similar technical 
standard to the notated rhythms.  In either case, from Grade One onwards, some 
rhythmic variation should be used during the repeat section. If selecting this option, 
the chord chart that is performed must be different from that played in the Rhythm 
Study and the Performance sections of the exam. 

OPTION 4 – Fingerstyle Study (For Grades One, Two and Three only):  Candidates 
can perform the Fingerstyle Study notated in the appropriate grade handbook.



Component  4: Prepared Accompaniment                                                                                              

Each exam handbook contains three tunes with chord charts. The candidate should 
select ONE of these tunes. The examiner will play this selected tune (live or via 
recording) and the candidate should play a suitable chordal accompaniment. The 
style of accompaniment is left to the candidate’s discretion.

Up to Grade 3 each tune is 8 bars long, at Grade 4 the tunes are either 8 bars or 12 
bars long. The tune will be played three times although only the candidate’s last two 
playings of the chord chart will be assessed. The range of chords matches those in 
Component 1 (i.e. the Rhythm Studies) up to Grade 3. At Grade 4 some different 
chords and chord voicings are introduced, fretboxes for all of these are given in the 
handbook. The number of chords that appear, and the rhythmic complexity of the 
tunes, increases as the grades progress. The time signatures for each grade are 
listed below. 

Initial Stage and Preliminary Grade:     only.

Grade 1 and 2:    and   .

Grade 3 and 4:   ,    and   .

Component 5: Musicianship

This component is for Grade exams only (i.e. this component is NOT 
included in Performance Awards).

Candidates will be given a range of tests covering aural awareness, musical 
knowledge and knowledge of the instrument. For the Initial Stage and Preliminary 
Grade the tests focus on aural awareness only. The range and diffi culty of the tests 
will increase as the grades progress. Each exam handbook includes example tests 
to indicate the range of topics that may occur and the style and format of the tests. 

Initial Stage

Pitch Tests: Candidates will be given four tests that involve identifying whether the 
second of two notes was higher or lower in pitch than the fi rst note.

Preliminary Grade

Pitch Tests: Candidates should identify which of two notes was higher or lower in 
pitch.

Rhythm & Chord Tests:  Candidates should clap-back a one-bar rhythm pattern 
and identify chord types as either all major or all minor.

3
4

4
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

6
8













<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


